Introduction
The number of compounds containing a bond between gold(I) and nitrogen is rather limited [1] . In the majority of "classical" cases the linear twocoordinate gold atom, a soft coordination center [2] , carries a tertiary phosphine as a stabilizing 7r-acceptor ligand, and the "hard" N-donor ligand is "softened" by integration of the nitrogen atom into an aromatic system ( 
Experimental

General m ethods
The experiments were carried out with ex clusion of light in an atmosphere of purified nitro gen, employing standard Schlenk techniques. The solvents were dried, saturated with nitrogen, and distilled before use. names of the authors, and the journal citation.
Reagents and equipm ent
Results and Discussion
The reaction of phthalimide with the oxonium compound [0(A u P P h 3 Table IV . Selected bond distances (A) and angles (°) for compounds 1 and 1C H C 13. (1) 1.369(9) C 1 -C 2 -C 3 131.1(4) 130.8(4) C 5 -C 6 1.375 (9) 1.380(8) C 1 -C 2 -C 7 107.8(4) 107.9(4) C 6 -C 7 1.387 (7) 1.379(7) C 3 -C 2 -C 7 121.2(4) 121.2(4) C 7 -C 8 1.487 (7) 1.494(6) C 3 -C 4 -C 5 120.8(6) 121.3(6) C 7 -C 2 1.376 (6) 1.371 (6) H C 1 3) , which has an influence neither on the interatomic distances and angles nor on the conformation of the complex species in the solid state (Tab. IV). The individual m olecules, which have no crystallographic symmetry, show no unusual intermolecular contacts in both forms (Fig. 1) .
The gold atom is coordinated to the nitrogen atom of the deprotonated phthalimide ligand and 
